
Engaging Families in Children’s Literacy Development 
Session 1: Literacy Happens at Home

 Oral Language 
Animal Sort

1. Take out the set of animals.

2. Talk with your child about what you notice about
the animals. Talk about their size, fur, tail, color,
and so on.

3. Have your child sort the animals by the features
you’ve discussed, grouping animals with similar
features together.

4. If your child is new to sorting, begin sorting
yourself and ask your child to tell you whether
or not an animal fits into a certain group.

5. Next, sort the animals a
different way, such as where
they live or how fast they
move.

Encourage  
your child to 

think up more 
ways to sort 

animals!
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